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Paradata
”a category of things that can 
be appropriated as informative 
of processes and practices”

Huvila (Ed.) Paradata: Documenting Data Creation, 
Curation and Use. Forthcoming
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Or plainly
data or information on practices and 
processes of making, processing and 
using things like 3D visualisations, 
research data and more
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CAPTURE
Who we are
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CAPTURE
CApturing Paradata for documenTing 
data creation and Use for the 
REsearch of the future (CAPTURE)

CAPTURE investigates what 
information about the creation and 
use of research data that is 
paradata) is needed and how to 
capture enough of that information 
to make the data reusable in the 
future. 

www.uu.se/en/research/capture
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Without paradata we can 
see 3D visualisations, but 
we can’t see how they do 
their job.
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Paradata is key to 
Reusability
Reproducibility
Reliability and trustworthiness
Understandability
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Researchers.

Citizens.

Heritage institutions.

Industry.

….

Who benefits:.
everyone.
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Whose responsibility?.
Everyone’s..
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Paradata for 3D visualisation is not a 
copy of the visualisation process, it is 
a network-like complex of everything
that makes processes and practices 
of making and interacting with a 
3D visualisation understandable.
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Paradata 
needs and types
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Four types of paradata needs
1) Scope paradata  
2) Provenance paradata  
3) Methods paradata 
4) Knowledge organisation 
and representation paradata

Börjesson, L., Huvila, I., & Sköld, O. (2022). 
Information needs on research data creation. 
https://doi.org/10.18452/25234 (preprint)

Slide by Zanna Friberg
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Paradata types

Narratives

Actors

Methods

Photos 
and videos

Citations

Huvila, I., Sköld, O, & Börjesson, L. (2021). 

Documenting information making in archaeological 
field reports. 
Journal of Documentation. 
https://doi.org/10.1108/JD-11-2020-0188

Huvila, I., Sköld, O., & Andersson, L. (2023). Knowing-
in-practice, its traces and ingredients. In M. Cozza & S. 
Gherardi (Eds.), The Posthumanist Epistemology of 
Practice Theory: Re-imagining Method in Organization 
Studies and Beyond (pp. 37–69). Palgrave MacMillan.

Research 
outputs
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Much paradata is 
available in existing 
documentation.

18

https://doi.org/10.18452/25234


Keynote at Webinar Defining Paradata, 
Metadata and Data

2024-04-09

Isto Huvila 4

Documenting enough, 
not too much.
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More documentation

More (useful) information

20

Documenting useful 
information.
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Identify needs
• Focus on real 

needs

Check if 
infomation  
already exists
• Keep it
• Edit it if

necessary

Document
• Standardise if

necessary for 
findability and/or 
critical for 
identifiable purposes
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Actionable standards 
are crucial!

Börjesson, L., Sköld, O., & Huvila, I. (2020). The politics 
of paradata in documentation standards and 
recommendations for digital archaeological 
visualisations. Digital Culture and Society, 6(2), 191–
220. https://doi.org/10.14361/dcs-2020-0210
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Avoiding to discard 
earlier versions and 
working documents.
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