
CAA 2024 2024-04-09

Isto Huvila 1

This p ro ject has rece ived  fund ing  from  the  European Research Council (ERC )

under the  European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and  innova tion p rogram m e 
grant agreem ent N o 818210

When paradata becomes a paradox? 
Limits and extents of process transparency in 
archaeological documentation

Isto Huvila
Department of ALM | Uppsala University
@ihuvila(@sciences.social) | www.istohuvila.se
@CAPTURE_ERC | www.uu.se/en/research/capture

1

This p ro ject has rece ived  fund ing  from  the  European Research Council (ERC )

under the  European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and  innova tion p rogram m e 
grant agreem ent N o 818210

CApturing Paradata for 
documenTing data creation and Use 
for the REsearch of the future  
(CAPTURE)
Funded by ERC-COG Grant 2019-2024

2

Isto Huvila

Jessica Kaiser

Zanna Friberg

Amalia Juneström

Ying-Hsang Liu

Lisa Andersson

Olle Sköld

Stefan Ekman

Michael Olsson

CAPTURE
Who we are
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Problem
Lack of contextual knowledge 
on the creation and use of 
research data
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Michener, William K., James W. Brunt, John J. Helly, Thomas B. Kirchner, och Susan G. Stafford. 
”Nongeospatial Metadata for the Ecological Sciences”. Ecological Applications 7, nr 1 (1997): 330–42. 
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What information about the creation 
and use of research data is needed 
and how to capture enough of that 
information to make the data 
reusable?
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Paradata
data on the processes 
of its creation and use
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Paradata
”a category of things that can 
be appropriated as informative 
of processes and practices”

Huvila (Ed.) Paradata: Documenting Data Creation, 
Curation and Use. Forthcoming
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Documenting enough, 
not too much.
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Much paradata is 
available in existing 
documentation.
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Paradata types

Narratives

Actors

Methods

Photos 
and videos
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It’s not about having more 
data.
It’s about understanding 
datawork.
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But…
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Paradata is (also) 
about identifying 
individuals.
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Paradata is (also) about 
personal discussions 
and reflections.
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Paradata is (also) about
private discussions and 
reflections.
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Open science is ”inclusive construct [..] aiming to make 
multilingual scientific knowledge openly  available,  
accessible  and  reusable  for  everyone, to increase  
scientific  collaborations  and  sharing of information 
for the benefits of science and society, and to open the 
processes of scientific knowledge creation, evaluation
and communication to societal actors beyond the 
traditional scientific community”

UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science, 2021
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Image by Karolina Grabowska from Pixabay
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Single_context_recording#/media/File:Context_sheets.jpg

Debate on
pro forma 
documentation
e.g., Yarrow, 2008; Pavel, 2010;
Sandoval et al. 2021
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Aims of information work: 
data making or knowledge 
production?
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Aims of openness
Trust, reproducability, 
aggregability… or what?
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Documenting for specific purposes
Keeping rather than disclosing
Maintaining control
Contact details rather than full disclosure
…
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Guiding principles (e.g., 
openness, privacy, CARE, FAIR)

Deontology

Standardisation, 
regulation

Utilitarianism

Useful outcomes 
(for whom?)

Virtue

What a good 
researcher 

would 
document?

...

Values

Theory

Application Developed from
Brey, P. (2000). 
Disclosive computer 
ethics. ACM SIGCAS 
Computers and Society, 
30(4), 10–16. 
https://doi.org/10.114
5/572260.572264
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A system change in 
how scholarship works?
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Need for architectural  
rather than disruptive 
innovation.

Henderson, Rebecca M., and Kim B. Clark. “Architectural 
Innovation: The Re- configuration of Existing Product 
Technologies and the Failure of Established Firms.” 
Administrative Science Quarterly 35, 1: (1990) 9–30. 
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Standardisation versus 
flexibility.
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Standardisation versus 
flexibility.

and
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