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Huvila, I (2018) I. Ecology of archaeological information work In Huvila 
(ed.) Archeology and archaeological information work in the digital 
society. London: Routledge.
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Huvila, I. Information making related information needs and the credibility of information: insiders, outsiders, reputation and epistemic 
distance. Information Research  25(4) at http://informationr.net/ir/25-4/isic2020/isic2002.html

To be an insider or outsider
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CAPTURE
CApturing Paradata for documenTing 
data creation and Use for the 
REsearch of the future (CAPTURE)

CAPTURE investigates what 
information about the creation and 
use of research data that is 
paradata) is needed and how to 
capture enough of that information 
to make the data reusable in the 
future. 

www.uu.se/en/research/capture
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Scientific practice
= how science is enacted 

in practice 
as a practice

Photo by Dominik Scythe on Unsplash
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Image by Ernesto Eslava from Pixabay
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Photo by Limor Zellermayer on Unsplash

Doing things together
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Michener, William K., James W. Brunt, John J. Helly, Thomas B. Kirchner, och Susan G. Stafford. 
”Nongeospatial Metadata for the Ecological Sciences”. Ecological Applications 7, nr 1 (1997): 330–42. 

https://doi.org/10.2307/2269427.
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Photo by TopSphere Media on Unsplash

Practices 
disappear in the horizon.
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”even if the lack of systematicity
caused problems, its apparent 
advantages raised concerns about
whether data can be made too clean.”

Börjesson, L., Sköld, O., Friberg, Z., Löwenborg, D., Pálsson, G., & Huvila, I. (2022). Re-
purposing Excavation Database Content as Paradata: An Explorative Analysis of 
Paradata Identification Challenges and Opportunities. KULA: Knowledge Creation, 
Dissemination, and Preservation Studies, 6(3), Article 3. 
https://doi.org/10.18357/kula.221
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Photo by Anne Nygård on Unsplash

Paradata
= “things that can be appropriated 

as informative of processes 
and practices”
Huvila, Isto (ed.) Paradata: Documenting Data Creation, Curation and Use, Forthcoming in 2025.
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Paradata types

Narratives

Actors

Methods

Photos 
and videos
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Register by Nick Youngson CC BY-SA 3.0 Alpha Stock Images

Registered reports and 
protocols
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Data storytelling
Mosconi, G., de Carvalho, A. F. P., Syed, H. A., Randall, D., Karasti, H., & Pipek, V. 
(2023). Fostering Research Data Management in Collaborative Research 
Contexts: Lessons learnt from an ‘Embedded’ Evaluation of ‘Data Story.’ 
Computer Supported Cooperative Work (CSCW), 32(4), 911–949.
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https://jupyter.org/assets/homepage/labpreview.webp

Digital notebooks
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Photo by Immo Wegmann on Unsplash

Data forensics

18



STS-dagar 2024, Norrköping 2024-10-04

Isto Huvila 4

Photo by Elijah Hiett on Unsplash

There’s no one approach 
to cover it all
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Photo by Alina Grubnyak on Unsplash of Algo-r-(h)-i-(y)-thms, 2018. Installation view at ON AIR, Tomás 
Saraceno's solo exhibition at Palais de Tokyo, Paris, 2018.

Paradata is a meshwork 
enmeshed with practices.
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A quest for process 
transparency
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Where’s the problem?
(or is there a problem)
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Photo by CDC on Unsplash

Practices 
get cleaned off when turned to 
paradata.
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There is very little data (no 
I’m not joking)

Huvila, I. Awkwardness of becoming a boundary 
object: Mangle and materialities of reports, 
documentation data and the archaeological work
The Information Society, 2016, 32(4), 280-297
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Data is a poor 
boundary object.

Huvila, I. Awkwardness of becoming a boundary 
object: Mangle and materialities of reports, 
documentation data and the archaeological work
The Information Society, 2016, 32(4), 280-297
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Disclosure.
Hekman, S. 2010. The material of knowledge : 
feminist disclosures. Bloomington, IN: Indiana 
University Press. 
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Making processes 
‘transparent’?
(What is transparency 
anyway?)

27

Photo by Kevin McCutcheon on Unsplash

Who is cooking 
your data and what’s the recipe?
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Photo by Vladislav Babienko on Unsplash
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Photo by Christopher Sardegna on Unsplash

Traces
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https://unsplash.com/@css?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/trace?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Ingredients
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Photo by Anton on Unsplash

Sustaining
practices
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Good ideas?

• Homogenisation for known uses
• Systematisation of basic data 

structures with an option to extend 
them

• Description of vocabularies
– Thesauri, terminologies, word lists, 

descriptionss of terms

• Documentation of knowledge 
organisation and knowledge 
representation

• Description of silent  knowledge of 
”how things are done”

• Description of anomalies

Questionable ideas?

• Homogenisation with a clear aim
• Systematisation of how knowledge 

should or must be represented
• Systematisation of what knowledge 

can be created

• Cleaning for the sake of cleaning
• Forced templates
• Overdocumentation
• Belief in that all can/must be 

documented
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